
 

 

April 20, 2021 

 

My Friends in Christ: 

 

As I write this letter, we are under new Public Health Guidelines with respect to 

COVID-19.  The Emergency and the Stay-at-Home order has been extended to 

May 20, 2021. 

 

As a result of this, churches now face new restrictions.  Masses at St. John’s and 

St. Philomena’s will be suspended, for what I hope, will be a brief time.  Like in 

the past, the churches will open gradually, first for prayer, then weekday Mass, 

then Sunday Mass.  Both churches will be open through the week for personal 

prayer and as conditions improve, then liturgies will return.  My hope is, that the 

Province will return then to, a more regional approach to dealing with this 

situation.  We all need to work together, guided by a Christ-centred love for 

others always taking into account the common good. 

 

We all need to remember that Our Lord is always with us and will be present to us 

at this time, in ways that we might not imagine.  Jesus will always come to us 

even when we are unable to get to Him.  Our homes as well as our hearts, can 

become houses of prayer and we can pray for so many others who need these 

prayers. 

 

It is also important to remember that we are all members of the family of God.  

As St. John’s first Letter states:  “Beloved, See the love that the Father has  

given us, that we should be called children of God and that is what we are”.  We 

have a loving Father in Heaven who has a plan for all our lives, that will help lead 

us out of this time of Pandemic.  He also gives us His Son Jesus, who is our Good 

Shepherd, who gathers us together to experience a new spring time in which we 

will receive many blessings. 

 

Yours in Jesus, through Mary, 

 

Fr. Dale 
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Loving God, we come to you full of anxiety about what may happen in the 

coming days and weeks. Shower us with the peace Jesus promised to his 

disciples, and make us into steady pillars for those around us. In this time of 

uncertainty and epidemic, wake us up to the reminder that we are not alone. 

Even as we are asked to keep our distance from others, help us to find ways to 

reach out to those who need our support. We pray especially for those whose 

incomes and livelihoods are threatened. For the children who will miss meals 

due to school closures. For those already isolated, lonely and scared. Loving God, 

give them your peace, and through our hands ensure they have what they need. 

Sustain, strengthen and protect all caregivers. Bless them as they offer 

compassionate care and show selfless courage in the face of risk. Remind us, 

each time we wash our hands, that in our baptism you call us to let go of our 

fears and live in joy, peace, and hope. Amen 

 


