
 “12 Hours of Prayer for Palliative Care 

“12 Hours of Prayer for Palliative Care” was chosen to run 

simultaneously with the Canadian Hospice Palliative Care 

Association’s National Hospice Palliative Care Week,                    

May 2-8, 2021. 

Please join us between 8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. on Saturday, 

May 8, 2021. Pick an hour and say the Rosary using the 

attached reflections of the Luminous Mysteries.  If each 

member picked an hour, we could pray that the necessary 

changes be made for Palliative Care patients, their families 

and health care professionals. 

The way a person understands life has much to do with how he or she 

thinks about death. For the Catholic, physical death marks the end of 

life on earth, but also marks the passage into eternity. While death is, 

in and of itself, an evil—insofar as the separation of body and soul 

disrupts that substantial unity that is the human person—our care for 

the dying can be a grace-filled time for patient, family, and caregivers 

alike. The Catholic healthcare professional, who has a sense of 

eternity as the ultimate end of human life, will always strive to see 

patients in this light. 

God has a weakness for the prayers of his people. Indeed, prayer is 

man’s greatest power. Therefore, we must never tire of knocking at 

the door of God’s heart and asking for help. For God is a relentless 

warrior when he is called upon to defend his people” (Pope Francis). 

It is suggested that parish councils participate by organizing an at-

home prayer service. Together, with members across the country, 

members can do what they do best—pray for palliative care and for 

those Canadians who have chosen home palliative care during the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 

The truth that life is a precious gift from God has profound implications for 

the question of stewardship over human life. We are not the owners of our 

lives and, hence, do not have absolute power over life (US Conference of 

Catholic Bishops, part 5; 2009). 



Rosary Using the Luminous Mysteries during our recitation of the rosary, we 

place our petition for increased palliative care and hospice care, and for the 

renewed protection of the rights of conscience for individuals and faith-based 

institutions, in Our Blessed Mother’s hands, to present to her Son. 

1. Baptism of the Lord                                                                                                                      

We pray today for those in palliative care. That they may feel the love and 

compassion that their faith can bring. We pray that they feel God’s love as they 

did on the day of their baptism. Spiritual Fruit: Gratitude for the gift of faith; God 

will hear our prayers for palliative care. 

2. The Wedding of Cana                                                                                                               

We pray today for the children and spouses of those in palliative care. That they 

may find solace in prayer, and in the love of God the Father during this time of 

their lives. We pray that they find the support they need, so that they may bring 

comfort to those whom they love. Spiritual Fruit: Fidelity; for continued 

commitment to the sanctity of life from conception to natural death. 

3. The Proclamation of the Kingdom                                                                                        

We pray today for all health care professionals. That they may be able to care for 

their patients in palliative care with courage and compassion. We pray that they 

are able to continue their important work without the fear of having to go against 

their beliefs regarding the sanctity of life. Spiritual Fruit: Desire for holiness; 

moving us to action in support of access to palliative care and protection of rights 

of conscience for individuals and faith-based institutions.  

4. The Transfiguration                                                                                                       
We pray today for the families and friends who accompany those walking through 

their last days. That they find the support they need as their loved ones take their 

final walk towards the Lord. We pray that they have the courage to accompany 

those whom they hold dear. Spiritual Fruit: Spiritual courage; to support the 

sanctity of life in spite of contrary public opinion.  

5. The Institution of the Eucharist                                                                                              

We pray today for those in palliative care. That they might wrap themselves in 

God’s love and offer themselves up to him as God gives himself to us in the 

Eucharist. We pray that comfort is found in the Lord. Spiritual Fruit: Love of our 

Eucharistic Lord; providing strength to continue to speak for the vulnerable facing 

end of life. 


